Please drop 20 kr., 4U$, 2£ in the “money box” in the church

Ketting Church
Sønderborg Denary
Haderslev Diocese

Welcome to Ketting church
Visitors are welcome at our church. The church is normally open from Monday to Saturday
from 8am to 4pm.
Please remember that this church isn’t a museum, it’s a living church and it’s the centre for
the Christian life in Ketting parish.
During church services the church is only open to worshippers.
Please obey the barriers in the church; not doing so will start the alarm.
We hope that this leaflet will be helpful during your visit, if you have suggestions or
recommendations we will be glad to receive them (see last page).
Sincerely yours

Poul Steffen Dam

Chairman of Ketting Church Council

Ketting parish
In the Middle age this parish covered: Ketting, Sebbelev, Bro, Asserballe
station, Gammelgaard, Kettingskov at Fynshav and Augustenborg. Now
it covers Ketting, Sebbelev, Bro, a few houses of Asserballe station,
Gammelgaard, and the eastern part of Augustenborg, in total 1300
people.
People have lived in Ketting for many years. Graves from the Viking age
have been found here, among the findings is the silver ornament shown,
it’s used by “Landsbylauget for Ketting og omegn” as their Logo.

(A copy is available at the Museum at Sønderborg Castle)

Brovold (1½ km towards Sønderborg) was
a commercial centre in the Viking age.
Excavations at Lykkegård (1 km towards
Augustenborg) reveals traces of buildings and
a fortress tower from the Viking age (about
year 1000); other traces show that this area
has been inhabited since the stone Age

From the Lykkegaard excavation

(5000 year BC.).
Photo: Folmer Raabjerg
The fortress tower at Lykkegård lost its
importance about year 1200 – this was the
time when Ketting Church was built – Did the church tower take over?
From 1819 to 1860 Als and Ærø was a diocese with the bishop living in
Ketting until 1848.
The people at Als and Ærø were not well
educated at that time, the Danish king wanted to
educate people better. One of the bishop’s tasks
was education; a new school was established in
Ketting in 1822.

Photo: Folmer Raabjerg

The bishop lived at ”Bispegården” 200 meters
west of the church. (Bispegården is now privately owned)
A painting of the first bishop Stephan Tetens can be seen on the
wall in the church at the pulpit (bishop from 1819 to 1848)
The next two pages hold a map, which places Ketting on the World map and shows the
areas owned by the church.
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Ketting the vicar’s house

Version from 22. juni 2015 19:14 by Poul Steffen Dam, Smedegade 36, Ketting C 6440 Augustenborg

Sextons office
Mortuary & toilets
Churc
h
Parking
Areas belonging
to the church

Bispegården
(private owned)

Vicars house
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Ketting church:
Ketting church is placed on a hill in the middle of the
village Ketting. It’s not a natural hill; it was built by
people - what a work this must have been at that
time.
The church building
The church in the Catholic Period was dedicated to
Saint Laurentius. The tower is from the year 1200;
the church nave was renewed in 1773.
The tower (only admittance with agreement)
It’s 17 meter high, the width is 13 meters it’s built in Roman style,
it’s among the best preserved towers of that kind in Denmark and
it was built between 1200 and 1250.
The tower was the place where people hid during attacks; when the
Wends raved at Als. Many people were caught and sold as slaves.
When studying the tower you can see that many changes have
been made through time, some because the church nave was
renewed in 1773.
The Troll chamber
A curiosity is “the Troll chamber” a door on
the first floor covering a very small room,
the chamber is also called “the bone
chamber”.
The church door
The door is from 1600-1700; it’s a very
strong door with a big Gothic lock in wood.
The entrance room
A closed pew from 1773 in the entrance
room has been used by the women who had
given birth to a child;
they had to wait here
until the vicar had
“read them in”.
The vicar board
Anne Margrethe Hvas became a vicar in
September 2008. She is the vicar number 18
after the Reformation. In December 2008
she was appointed Dean of Sønderborg
Deanery
She is the 5th dean living in Ketting, the first
female dean in Sønderborg denary and the
first woman vicar in Ketting parish.
(The vicar’s board is a gift)
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The church bells (only admittance by arrangement)
Today the church has 2 church bells.
A small one with a diameter of 90 cm cast about 1350, nothing is
written on it. This bell has sounded from the church tower for
nearly 700 years.
The big one has a diameter of 126
cm and the inscription” Guds ord
bliver i evighed” (Gods word
remain in eternity) it was cast in
1554, and given to the church by
Thomas Sture (Østerholm
Helvedgaard), the bell was cast
by Gerhard van Mervelt. This bell
has a weight of about 1 ton, and it’s among the biggest
village church bells in the area. This bell has sounded from
the tower for about 450 years.
Until the middle of 2003 the bells were rung from the tower
close to the bells (very noisy). The authorities did not allow
automatic bells; we had to take the ropes through the floors
down to the entrance floor.
Ketting is one of the few places where bells still are operated
manually. It takes place twice a day Monday – Saturday at
8am and 4pm; you are welcome to see how it’s done.
Before 1773 the church had 3 bells, a small bell was placed
in a small tower on the church nave.
The church clock (only admittance by arrangement)
The clock shows the time on clock faces on the south and
the west side of the tower. The clockwork was made by L.
Petersen, Sønderborg in 1892.
It was a gift from H.
Erichsen Senior in
Ketting. It replaced the
previous clockwork built
in 1596, the remains of
that are stored on the
first floor in the tower.
Power is necessary to
turn the clock hands;
the pendulum has a
weight of several kilos.
Two very heavy weights
which run down through
2 floors are needed to
run the clock and sound
the bells every half an
hour.
The clock is wound by hand every week – a very hard job
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The church room
Originally the church had a Roman nave.
Due to lack of maintenance it became dilapidated. It’s said that a piece of plaster in 1770 during
church service fell down and hid the ministers’ wife; this was the start of the rebuilding of the
church nave. A vicar’s wife had a big influence at that time - as they have today.
The church nave was replaced by a building, with a
flat wooden ceiling, the builder is unknown but his
initials are assumed to have been MC, which is
visible on the south wall near the eastern corner.
From 1851 to 1854 the church was used as a
gunpowder store. Church service was held in the
school. During that time people in Ketting had to be
very careful with fire and activities which could
make sparks, it was not allowed to use the bells. It’s
told that the old sexton, who has sounded the bells
for many years, was buried without the bell sound.
After 1854 the church was restored, the small
windows were replaced by the present iron windows,
the church was plastered and whitewashed in 1867.
The inner of the church was renewed and
redecorated from 2004 – to 2005. New tiles put on
the floor, wooden boards on the floor under the
benches; the benches were painted.
The”Ølandssten”, which were on the floor at the
altar end were removed and used as floor in the
tower.
The sacristy (only admittance by arrangement)
The small room at the east end of the church, is
used by the vicar and the sexton.
The altar
The altar is built of bricks assumable in 1773; it’s
covered with wood on three sides and has a build in
safe with an iron door on the back side.
In 2005 the antependium (cloth round the alter) was
replaced, the designer and weaver was Hanne
Wedel, Aabenraa
The altar and alter picture
Is a gift from Duchess Sophie Amalie in 1743: It’s
made by cabinet maker Hans Christian from
Hundslev. In 1788 the present painting was put up,
it’s assumed to have replaced the painting”Jacobs
dream” now placed on the south wall.
In 1991 the altar and most of the historical items
were restored, the side wings which had been stored
on church loft for many years were refitted to the
altar. The two figures (belief and hope) ware again placed on top of the altar. The work was
done by Jens Johansen, Odense.
The”chairs” on both sides of the altar were changed to the design they had before 1926.
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Figures
To the left of the altar 5 figures are placed.
The one close to the altar is Maria.
The apostles (from left): John - ?? - ?? - ??
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6 figures are
placed to the
right.
Close to the altar is
Christ. The rest are
apostles.

From left; Christ – Thomas - ?? - ?? - ?? - ??
4 + 5 = 9 and not 12, as one would have expected! What
happened to the last 3?
After the re
restoration in
1773 two of
them
disappeared,
the third one
was stolen in
1991.
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The confession and parish clerk chairs
The panels on each side of the altar may have been used
as confess chairs in the Catholic time, in old days the
parish clerk had his chair here. In 1991 they were
changed to the design they had before 1926.
The font
The present font is from 1773,
made by cabinet maker Peter
Hansen. The basin is from
1575 it’s a south German
work, given to the church by court
master Munk from Gammelgaard in
1669.
Old papers
mention a
font of
granite,
probably
the one
which was
Foto: Folmer Raabjerg
found in
the vicar’s garden in 1909. It has
been used to water the hens for
many years. It can now be seen at the museum
at Sønderborg castle.
The Poor box is from 1773
The tombstone placed at the entrance door
The stone was found during the restoration in
2004, it has covered a child grave.
The inscription says:
”OBIIT ANNO 1684 DOROTHEA LOUISE PETERS NATÆ ANNO 1683”.
Buried in 1684 Dorothea Louise Peters born 1683.
The ship in the church
A note found in the ship in 1915
says:
This ship was original built by
mate Christian Thomsen from
Ketting, its build between 1770
and 1780, restored 1818 by Joh.
Bruhn, Jürgen Matzen and Ernst
Bruhn – decayed again in 1852, when the church
was used as gunpowder store, restored 1855 with
new yards, rigging and painted etc. etc. the
wealthy people in the parish have contributed –
and churchwarden ........(the rest is not readable).
The old ship was in a very bad condition, a man
from the parish Jens Marcussen offered to restore
the ship. It was in such a bad condition that he built a copy of the old ship. A few parts from
the old ships have been reused. The ship was brought back to the church 18th March 2007.
A leaflet about the ship is available.
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The pulpit
Young renaissance from 1571, it’s probably a gift
from the widow of Thomas Sture - Berte
Ahlefelt.
It’s made by the same cabinet maker who made
the pulpit in Notmark church (3 km North East
from Ketting - the place where the family Sture
is buried).
The pulpit shows:
God created the
woman
The fall
of man

The crucifixion
The rise from the dead

The organ (only admittance by
arrangement)

The organ is built in 1878 by
Ph. Furtwägler & Söhne, Elze at Hannover. 8
voices - 1 keyboard and pedal
 1954 equipped with an electric blower
+ and a new bellow.
 1958 restored - 2 vices changed.
 1970 Major maintain work.
 2001 equipped with 2 keyboards 5 new
voices and a more powerful blower
The organ has now
 2 keyboards with 6 and 5 voices
 Pedal with 2 voices
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The church benches
From 1927, designed by the architects Dall & Mundt,
Sønderborg
Until 1946 more benches were placed as a gallery over the
north benches.
The benches were varnished until 2005, to day they are
painted.
The painting Jacobs Dream (on the south wall)
It’s assumed that this painting was
the former altar picture in 1788. The
parish clerk tried to restore the
picture in 1773 - 1774.
The painting of bishop Tetens (Bishop Als & Ærø 1819 - 47)
Placed on the south wall near the pulpit, the church inherited this
picture in 1891.

The Maria
altar
Late Gothic style made in the beginning
of 1500. This had been a part of the
Catholic altar; it’s now placed on the
northern wall.
A writing of Pontopian says: ”Zu Ketting
wird noch gewesen, und den Ruhm einar
sonderbaren Heilichkeit und Kraft,
Mirackel zu tun gehabt hat“.

A curative legend is connected to the Maria altar.
A crutch from a cured person was placed at the altar
in the Catholic time.
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The Crucifix on the north wall
Is Young Gothic style about 1300, it was a
gift to the church when Duchess Anna died
in 1668.
The side figures from about 1500 (Maria
& John)
These figures were placed here after the
restoration in 1991.

The cemetery
The gate is from 1856

The numbers refer to the
placement of the tomb stones
mentioned on the next two
pages
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1. Tombstone (on the west wall of the tower)
Cabinetsprediger Christian Iessen

2. The vicar’s burials (at the gate)
 Vicar / dean
Christian
August Bukardi.
He built the
vicar’s residence
in 1801. - Died
1839

Bishop Stephan Tetens - Died 1855

Johannes Hoeck – Died 1872

Georg Möller – died 1891
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3. German stones from the war 1848
The white tombstone: “The first German sacrifices from
the war in 1848 major v. Michelsen, lieutenant v.
Lützow,
doctor
Weiss.
 The iron
cross
another
German
grave
Captain Lionel von den Knelebeck 1848.
4. Danish stone from the war in 1848.
Captain P.G. Neraae

5. Danish stones from the war 1848 and 1864
(On the plateau (can be seen from the
street).

Left:
Memory of soldiers from 1848
Right:
Memory of 10 wounded Danish
soldiers who died at the lazaretto in
Ketting 1864.

6. The Slab. (A woman’s grave)
This may have covered a grave in
the church (it’s worn as some have
walked on it for
many years

7. Memory from
WW1.
27 men from the
parish lost their lives
during WW1,
fighting on the German side. Many of them were forced to do
so.
www.kettingkirke.dk has information (in
Danish)
of Dam,
theSmedegade
persons
mentioned
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The areas belonging to the church on the east side of Kirkevænget (Kirkevænget 7)
This area is reserved for the cemetery extension. Today it’s a peaceful lawn with fruit trees,
and a few old tomb stones can
be seen here.
The area also holds a building
with the mortuary, toilets and
another building used by the
sextons.
The buildings are designed in a
style in harmony with the other
older buildings in the village.

Source:
 J. Raben - Fra Als og Sundeved
11. Hefte 1928
 The National museum Danmarks kirker, særtryk for
Ketting kirke
 The Papers from Jørgen
Bromands
 Speech on 12th March 2008
about the excavations at
Lykkegård. (Haderslev Museum)
Thanks to Ruth Klinge Thomsen, Guderup and Nick Mc Gregor, Poole for correcting the
English version

Thanks for your visit.
If you want to participate in our activities, we will draw your attention
to our church bulletin and home page (it is mostly in Danish)
Revision II 16th March 2009
Text and photos without source Poul Steffen Dam
This leaflet can also be downloaded from our home page

www.kettingkirke.dk

OOO

Comments and suggestions: psdam@bbsyd.dk
or: 8991@sogn.dk
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